
WORLD RUGBY U20 CHAMPIONSHIP 2016 

Decision of an Independent Judicial Officer 

Held at The Park Inn Hotel Manchester on 8th June 2016 

 

In respect of Campbell Magnay No 13, Australia (The Player) 

AND 

An ordering off in respect of Two Temporary Suspensions for foul play in the U20 
Championship Match between Scotland and Australia on 7th June 2016 at the A.J. Bell 
Stadium Manchester 

 

Judicial Officer: Mike Hamlin (England) 

 

Attending: 

The Player 

Michael Grice - The Australian Team Manager 

Thomas Charabas - The Referee (France) 

Joyce Hayes - World Rugby 

 

DECISION OF THE JUDICIAL OFFICER 

The Judicial Officer dismissed The Player’s submission that the Referee was wrong to award 
a Yellow Card for the first offence contrary to Law 10.4(j). The Two Temporary Suspensions 
were upheld (the Second award in the 45th minute of the match contrary to Law 10.4 (e) was 
not challenged) and consequently the ordering off the field of play by The Referee was not 
wrong pursuant to 12.8 (c) of the Tournament Regulations. The Player failed to discharge 
the burden that on the balance of probabilities The Referee’s decision was wrong. 

The Player is suspended from playing rugby on Match Day 2 and 3 of The Tournament 
(representing a 2 week suspension). He is free to play again on 16th June 2016. 

The Judicial Officer made no award of costs. 

The Player was reminded of his right to appeal pursuant to The Tournament Disciplinary 
Rules set out in Regulation 12.13 of The Tournaments Disciplinary Regulations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. I was appointed as an Independent Judicial Officer by Tim Gresson, World Rugby 
Judicial Panel Chairman pursuant to The Tournament Regulations. I was appointed to 
consider the ordering off of The Player in the above match in accordance with The 
Tournament Regulations. 

 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS AND PROCEDURE 

2. At the commencement of the hearing, I noted the identities of all present and narrated 
the allegation. It was confirmed by The Player and Mr Grice that The Player’s position 
remained as set out in his response to the standard directions which I had issued. The 
Player’s submission was that The Referee was wrong to award a Yellow Card in respect 
of the offence of a tip tackle contrary to Law 10.4 (j) in the 5th minute of the match and 
accordingly The Referee was wrong to order The Player off the field of play when he was 
suspended temporarily in the 5th minute of the second half for an offence contrary to Law 
10.4 (e). 

3. I reminded The Player and Mr Grice that The Tournament Disciplinary Regulations 2016 
applied and I outlined the procedure to be followed to determine the matter. The Player 
and Mr Grice agreed to proceeding on that basis. No Preliminary matters were raised. 

4. I considered the following evidence: 

- The Referee’s Reports and oral evidence 

- The Player’s response to standing directions 

- Notice of Hearing 

- The DVD of the 2 incidents 

- The Player’s evidence and submissions from Mr Grice 

- World Rugby’s Memorandum dated 21st January 2015 

 

THE CASE AGAINST THE PLAYER 

5. The Referee’s reports stated: 

“I saw No 13 Australia lift horizontally a Scottish player and this player fall down on 
his back. He could continue the game after. After TMO review I gave a YC”. This was 
in the 6th minute of the first half of the match. 

“TMO called me to watch a high tackle (neck roll) on 10 Scotland. It was a neck roll 
with speed (more dangerous). I gave a YC and it was his second YC so RC”. This 
was in the 5th minute of the second half of the match. 

6. The Referee told me that he had seen the first incident out of the corner of his eye but 
played on and at the next stoppage in play asked the TMO to check the incident. The big 
screen was a long way away and not very big. He consulted with the TMO and they 
agreed that the Scottish Player’s feet went above the horizontal. He applied World 
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Rugby’s guidelines issued to Referees that if having been lifted, a player’s feet go above 
the horizontal and he is then dropped or driven to the ground and he lands on his head 
neck or shoulders then it is a red card. If, as in this case, the player lands on his 
side/flank or back then it is a yellow card. He agreed that the Scottish player had landed 
on his side/backside. He was certain he had made the correct decision. He had also 
reviewed the incident and was in no doubt (as agreed by the TMO) that the action 
merited a yellow card. He agreed with Mr Grice that The Player had not driven or 
dropped the Scottish player from any height.  

7. The Player told me that he saw the ball was lost at a turnover, he tackled the Scottish 
player hard and low just above the knee. He realised the Scottish player did not have the 
ball, he hooked the Scottish player’s leg with his arm. He realised that the Scottish player 
was not resisting his tackle as he had just passed the ball. He tried to grab the Scottish 
player’s right leg and held his left shoulder by grabbing his jersey. He agreed with me 
that the Scottish player landed on his side/backside. Mr Grice submitted that the 
dynamics of the tackle and the lack of resistance from the Scottish player caused the 
Scottish player’s legs to go in the air and in those circumstances a yellow card should 
not have been awarded. 

8. I reviewed the DVD and I find The Referee, (whose evidence was compelling) was 
correct, the Scottish Player was lifted, his feet went into the air and he fell to the ground 
landing on his flank and backside. The Player had let go of the Scottish player before he 
hit the ground and he did not bring him to the ground safely. The Referee is the sole 
judge of fact and law during the match. Unless I am satisfied on the balance of 
probabilities that The Referee’s decision was wrong, it is not my function to overturn The 
Referee’s decision. I was not satisfied to the required standard that The Referee was 
wrong. My reasons are: The Player’s actions as described above, The Referee applied 
World Rugby’s guidelines in respect of such offences (tip tackles), took time to consider 
the incident, consulted with his TMO who agreed that a yellow card was the correct 
decision. There was no credible and justifiable evidence before me to support the 
submission that The Referee was wrong despite Mr Grice’s efforts to the contrary. The 
Player’s submission is therefore rejected and the award of the first yellow card is upheld.  

9. Regulation 12.16 and Appendix 3 of the Tournament Disciplinary Rules do not prescribe 
variable entry points for the multiple award of yellow cards in one match in respect of 
sanction to reflect the seriousness of the offending pursuant to Regulation 12.10.1.  The 
memorandum dated 21st January 2015 referred to above was issued to assist judicial 
personnel in these circumstances. Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Memorandum apply to this 
case. It is suggested a suspension of 1 or 2 weeks is the appropriate entry point. Taking 
into account the timing of the 2 offences during the match and the persistence and 
nature of the offences of foul play, I determined that the appropriate entry point was 2 
weeks (2 matches in this Tournament). I find no aggravating factors present, although 
The Player was warned that he may run the risk of being categorised as a persistent 
offender if there are any future appearances before a disciplinary hearing within the next 
few years. He was advised to perfect his tackling technique. He was suspended for 2 
weeks in the U20 Championship 2015 for 2 yellow cards in respect of 2 tip tackles.  

10. Pursuant to Regulation 12.10.3 the following mitigating factors were present. The Player 
is 19 years of age, whilst still relatively inexperienced, he has however represented 
Australia U20 for two years and also played for The Queensland Reds. He was 
chastened by his appearance at the hearing and his conduct and demeanour before me 
was impressive. However, no other mitigating factors were present. He did not accept his 
culpability in respect of the first yellow card and had been suspended for 2 weeks for 
similar offences in 2015. I determined, therefore, that in the absence of all mitigating 
factors and an entry point of 2 weeks he was not entitled to any reduction. The Player is 
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therefore suspended from 7th June 2016 to midnight on 15th June 2016 (Match Days 2 
and 3 of this Tournament) representing a 2 week suspension. The Player is free to play 
as from 16th June 2016. 

11. The Right of Appeal against this decision is set out in Regulation 12.13 of the 
Tournament Regulations. 

 

Mike Hamlin (England) 
Judicial Officer 

9th June 2016 
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