
Hi! I’m Jacqui Dakin. I live in 
West Bridgford, Nottingham, 
and I have a very busy job in 
sales which I love. I get to travel 
a lot with my work and so I’m 
away from home quite a bit 
but I really look forward to my 
cricket. It’s a hobby, a distraction 
and a great way to switch off 
and release some steam. 
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What’s the 
atmosphere at  
the Club l ike?
I would say that I am usually a confident and 
outgoing person but I must admit that I felt quite 
intimidated when I first came. After all, this was the 
Cricket Club, a revered institution, and I wasn’t from 
Keyworth so I hardly knew anyone. I thought it may 
be a bit cliquey but it absolutely was NOT.

In 2009, the Club had just 20 members and seriously 
considered going down from 2 teams to just one. 
Since then, a lot of hard work has gone into growing 
the Club in all areas. Now we’re up from 20 to 
350 members and 25 teams, offering cricket to 
all ages, genders and abilities, including disabled 
cricket and walking cricket. The development of 
the Ladies’ Team and Soft Ball Festivals has been a 
hugely important part of that development strategy, 
bringing in an enormous amount of social energy 
and new members. The Club is now a welcome place 
for ALL the family, with a lot of families who come 
along to support their children. 

In fact, we have an entire family of cricketers now! 
It started with 15-year-old Sam who was already 
playing. After seeing what fun we had at our 
Presentation Night, his mum Claire joined. Her 
20-year-old daughter Beth began playing in the 
summer Festivals and then dad Mark decided he 
might as well join them. It was such a proud moment 
for them, the Club and me when both parents and 
son (now 17) all played in the same hard ball match. 
How often do you see something like that? So you 
see, starting a Ladies’ Team has breathed new life 
into our Club and we are very proud to be part of it.

How did you ge t 
involved in Women’s 
Sof t Ball  Cricke t?
My husband Chris joined our local Club to spend 
more time with his son. He did his badges so he could 
help with coaching his son’s team, as well as giving 
something back to the community. He got more 
and more involved and is now Club secretary. My 
original idea of getting involved meant coming down 
with him and making teas. Then, at the 2015 Club 
Presentation Night - over a glass of wine with a few 
ladies - we joked that we should start a ladies’ team. 
It turned out this was perfect timing as our Club 
President had been to an evening given by the local 
Board on the development of women’s cricket so 
the Club was thinking much the same thing. Plus, we 
already had some girls who play at County standard. 
They saw someone eager and willing (or should that 
be foolish?) and we had our first training session in 
May 2016. Back then, I didn’t know any of these ladies, 
now we have more than 25 women eager to play. 
We’ve created a monster! 

It was also really important for us as a group to feel 
like this was something we were doing for ourselves. 
So we talked to the Committee, and we worked 
together to ensure any promotion of women’s cricket 
was carefully managed, avoiding labels like “mums”. 
Although many of us are mums, we felt that was 
irrelevant once we got together to play cricket.
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What does Sof t  
Ball  Cricke t have  
to offer for women?
The good thing about the women’s Soft Ball game 
is that anyone can have a go. You don’t have to be 
super fit and it doesn’t matter how old you are. 
We have one lady who has been very poorly and 
it’s great to see her embrace this new lease of life 
which she has found. We have women in their 
40s, 50s and 60s. Our youngest adult player is 34 
and we’ve told her she can’t leave because she 
keeps our average age down. Some women even 
bring their older daughters to play when they’re 
back from university.

The social side of it is massively important. We 
got to make friends that we’d never have met a 
year ago. The friendships and support that have 
come out of this are amazing. After our taster 
session, we all went into the bar to chat about the 
experience over a glass of wine (a bit of a theme 
emerging here?). What did everyone think? 
Would they like to play once a month? Once a 
month! We want to do it every week! So every 
Friday night through summer 2016 we trained. 
Well, it was social cricket really, with however 
many people turned up. We’d hit the ball, run up 
and down and have a giggle. And all for just £1. 
We’d finish at 7.30, (the ladies were always the last 
to stop playing) then sit outside until about 9 with 
a glass in hand watching the sun setting. Most of 
all, we have fun. We occasionally hear some of 
the men even say they want to be on our team 
because we have so much more fun than they do.

From never played 
to Captain.  Tell  us 
about your journey
If you look at me, I am so not built for sport. I 
hadn’t really played any since school and had 
never played cricket. Apparently, I got the job of 
Ladies’ Captain after a series of emails between 
the Committee suggesting that I might be good 
for it. My husband finally told me about it - no 
wonder he’d brought me a bacon sandwich and a 
cup of tea in bed that morning. I did have to think 
about it but decided I’d give it a go with the little 
knowledge I had. 

Our taster session was a Friday night knockabout. 
Friday is family night so the Club was already busy 
anyway. With lots of mums bringing their kids 
along, it was the perfect opportunity to see if we 
could get any of them up to the top of the field 
to have a go. We tempted people with a free glass 
of wine afterwards and that first night we had 17 
ladies turn up. We were there with plastic bats 
and balls, comfy clothes and a pair of trainers. 
We’d seen our kids play so we knew you had to 
hit a ball and run between the stumps. How hard 
could it be?
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What difference do 
women make to  
the Club?
It’s difficult to put a price on what we’ve brought 
to the Club. As well as bringing whole families into 
the Club, we’ve created a huge buzz and the whole 
place is really busy. We seem to have a social every 
month, which gives more opportunities to connect 
with people and encourage them to come along 
and help with all sorts of things. Not only do we 
have more dads coaching now, several of our ladies 
are now coaching too.

But it’s not just about the playing and socialising 
aspect. We have a Committee of 14, which now 
includes 6 women (from just 1 in 2015), and that 
has been a massive impact on the Club. It feels like 
everyone’s Club now, not a men’s Club with a ladies’ 
section.

Just after our first ever match, a few of us in the 
Ladies’ Team were on a celebratory night out when 
we bumped into 4 of the Nottingham County men’s 
players. We got talking to them and cheekily asked 
if any of them would come to our Presentation 
Night to hand out the awards - just think of the 
kudos. And, lo and behold, one of them did! During 
the evening, our Chairman got chatting to Samit 
Patel (Nottingham CC and England player) who 
was to have a testimonial year in 2017. This was the 
beginning of a fabulous new partnership and we 
supported his Testimonial Ball, his dinner and we 
had a testimonial match at our little Club with half 
the Notts team playing. We had 500 people down 
in Keyworth one Sunday afternoon for a fantastic 
day of cricket. A tremendous amount of time and 
effort from all of the Club family went into making 
this great day happen.  
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How have the  
Festivals got  
women involved?
They have been so inspiring. There’s no way we  
could have played as much cricket as we have 
without them. Because everyone has seen how much 
fun we’re having - and that there’s no age or fitness 
requirement - it’s encouraged more and more  
women to join in. 

In 2016 we entered one Festival in Derbyshire. The 
8 of us had only ever played in the field on a Friday 
night in any old clothes. So, we got some special KCC 
t-shirts printed and went along. We were all both 
very nervous and also very excited! I think I had more 
butterflies than I did on my wedding day. We played 3 
half-hour matches and absolutely loved it. As soon as 
we got home, we set up a WhatsApp group - mostly 
complaining about all our aches and pains (“I’m 
broken. Someone’s run me a bath but I can’t climb 
the stairs to get in it”) but we all agreed we just had to 
do it again. A month later, we started indoor training 
with some of the husbands coaching. Now I’m doing 
L2 coaching myself. We then did indoor Festivals after 
Christmas and had an abundance of players by then. 
We had enough for 2 teams. We even loaned some of 
them out. 

In 2017 we entered as many Festivals as we could - 
10 in all - and hosted one ourselves. We only had 3 
Clubs playing at ours so afterwards, Graham Redfern 
(Inclusion & Diversity Officer at Notts CCC) said we 
could either play each other again or play against our 
families who had all come along to support us. Every 
woman we had was out on that field playing against 
husband and children. Graham said he’d never seen 
anything like it. It was like a family day at the seaside.

Tell  us about  
your Festival
It was a real family day, with a BBQ, free ice creams 
for the kids, Prosecco for the grown ups, a bouncy 
castle for the young at heart, banners and bunting 
everywhere and lots of music. Notts CC helped us by 
funding the refreshments and providing the bouncy 
castle, PA system, umpires, and a group warm up. We 
had the Festival kit bag and the bats were awesome - 
we’d never seen them before. We’re still using them, 
and the stumps are perfect for indoor use. We can’t 
wait to do it again.

Do Clubs see  
women being par t  
of  Club cricke t?
More than half of the increase in membership at our Club 
over the last 2 years has been female. So, yes, I definitely 
think they do! We have joint Presentation Nights (where, 
yes, the ladies make most the noise!). And the records of 
all players, male and female, are recognised on exactly 
the same rotating feature on the Club’s website. We 
celebrated the Club’s bicentenary in 2015, and those two 
centuries featured no cricket whatsoever for women. 
Now, just 3 years into its third century, it seems hard to 
think of the Club without women’s cricket.

As well as our Soft Ball team, Keyworth Club is starting 
a Ladies’ hard ball team for those interested and girl 
cricketers graduating from the junior ranks. There will be 
some ladies who play now who will want to stick with 
Soft Ball but a couple are definitely up for hard ball! The 
Club has also started a 4th team, primarily to offer social 
cricket to anyone in the community, and to develop 
the juniors. Of course, it is open to girls and ladies, and 
several of the husbands will be happy to get the chance 
to play too.

I would actually like to see something created that is 
based on a T20 format but with a soft ball. Many women 
aren’t able to give up a whole Saturday or Sunday to play 
a 50 overs game, and some don’t like the idea of playing 
with the hard ball (there will always be flinchers, even 
with a soft ball). Two hours of playing proper cricket but 
with a soft ball could be just the thing. 

To truly embrace women’s cricket, a Club has to be  
ready to adapt - and Keyworth certainly has been.  
The contribution made by our female players has been 
incredible and has driven the Club on to new heights, 
something unimaginable before that first fateful  
Friday night!



How did you 
encourage people 
to play at your 
Festival?
I have 2 very supportive vice captains, Jane 
Rummery and Nicola Anderson, who helped me 
set up a group on the Club’s Facebook page. To 
be honest, most of our ladies don’t do social 
media (me included). So, we used WhatsApp, 
email and texts, and I emailed everyone I’d ever 
met from the other Festivals we’d been to. We 
got several new ladies in to play for Keyworth - 
but only 2 other Clubs entered. Still, that’s what 
happens in August. Everyone’s away on holiday.

What have the 
Festivals meant  
for you?
We wouldn’t have been able to play matches 
without them. It had been proving difficult 
finding enough like-minded ladies at other 
cricket Clubs to play against. As it was, we had 
around 30 playing opportunities last year - 
that’s more than the men get. By myself, there’s 
no way I could have created the opportunities 
that the Festivals gave us. On top of that, they 
have given me more confidence, a bit of exercise, 
lots and lots of laughter and many proud 
moments seeing some of these ladies play. 

What would make 
the Festivals be tter?
Include a competitive element for those that 
want it. Controversial, I know, because we want 
people to come for fun, not feel under pressure. 
I know that other teams would also like to do 
it again but with some sort of league table. 
Bizarrely, we left some events not knowing 
how many matches we’d won. It’s something 
that would need careful thought to make sure 
everyone is still included. I don’t know how you 
would do it.

Some coaching would be good, too. We had 
support with a warm up and, to be honest, I don’t 
think understanding the rules was that important 
for the players - the more you play, the more you 
learn. But some of the umpires were unfamiliar 
with the Soft Ball / Kwikcricket format and were 
not too confident with the scoring. Sometimes,  
we were telling them how to score.

Travelling to other Festivals was just as 
important as hosting our own. I would encourage 
every Club to do it. You meet lots more like-
minded women and it is so much fun - and you 
build a network of potential players to invite to 
your events. Next summer we may even plan a 
girls’ weekend away to Festivals further afield.

What’s good about 
running a Festival?
Apart from feeling part of a wonderful day, it 
made it much easier for me to arrange playing 
against other Clubs. The series of Festivals meant 
that we got to play every Sunday for 8 weeks. I 
could never have arranged 8 matches by myself.

What does it  take 
as a Host to run a 
Festival?
Passion; being outgoing, a bit brave and 
cheeky; and making things happen. Or is it just 
willingness? Fortunately, people would say I am 
normally all those things so that’s handy! 
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What’s nex t?
We’re attracting new women players all the 
time but you can only train so many people. 
The Club is already setting up a Ladies’ hard 
ball team, and we might have to change to 
alternate week training if we get much bigger. 
One of the great things, though, is that we are 
going on our first ever tour this year; a Soft 
Ball Cricket Competition in La Manga in May. 
The men are really jealous because they’ve 
never been on tour. You see what happens 
when women get involved?

Should women  
coach women?
I do know our Chairman would like to chat with 
me and Graham Redfern to see how we can 
support the Ladies’ Team with coaching and so 
on. We haven’t had any women coaches as yet, 
but I am doing my L2 so watch this space. I think 
a coach, man or woman, needs to understand 
that primarily we do this for fun. The men we’ve 
had coaching us are used to coaching kids so they 
expect them to listen and pay attention. We are 
not aiming to play for England. This is our escape 
every Wednesday and most of us are just happy 
if the bat and ball connect. However, the coaches 
are really enjoying the challenge of training the 
ladies, who are all eager to learn and improve 
their performance too!
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Before all of this, I knew nothing about playing cricket. I got involved 
by default (or by mistake) but I’m so happy I did. It’s given me some 
much-needed Jacqui time and I’ve never had so much fun. 

So to all you ladies out there, 
don’t think women can only 
come along to support. No 
matter what size, shape or  
age you are, you can play too!


