
 

 

SUMMARY DECISION 
 
 

In respect of Facundo Gattas of Uruguay (“The Player”) 
 
AND  

 
The Ordering-off of The Player in 2019 Rugby World Cup match between Georgia and 
Uruguay played on Sunday 29 September 2019 at Kumagaya Rugby Stadium, 
Kumagaya. 

 

1- The Judicial Panel is not satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that the Referee’s 

decision to order the Player off was wrong. 

 

a) The Judicial Panel did not accept that it was a passive tackle. For the Judicial 

Panel, the action was more akin to a dominant tackle with a high degree of 

danger. 

b) There was direct contact of the Player’s left shoulder to the ball carrier’s head. 

c) There was no evidence that there was a significant change of direction from the 

ball carrier‘s running line until after the contact. 

d) The Player was in open space and had a clear line of sight before the contact. 

e) There were no mitigating factors. 

 

2. Sanction 
 

a) The Judicial Panel found it to be a mid-range offence, involving contact with the 
head of the ball carrier; 

b) The Panel is satisfied that this was not intentional and deliberate offending but was 
reckless; 

c) There were no aggravating factors; 
d) Taking in account the clean disciplinary record of the Player, the Judicial Panel 

granted the Player the full mitigation of 50 %  
e) This therefore results in a 3-week sanction 

 
 The Player is suspended for the following matches: 
 

- Australia v Uruguay – 5 October 2019 
- Wales v Uruguay – 13 October 2019 
- Potential quarter final of the RWC 2019 – 19-20 October 2019 

  
If Uruguay do not qualify for the Rugby World Cup Quarter Final, the third game of the 
Player’s suspension shall be the match between Hindu and Tucuman Lawn Tennis 
Club in the national clubs’ championship on 19 October 2019. 

  
In which case the Player is free to play on 21 October 2019 

 


